THE ROLE AND STATUS OF WOMEN

Non-Christian Practices (Past or Present)

Christian Practices (Past or Present)

Gynaeceum: segregated quarters for
the wife in her husband’s home in
ancient Athens

Athenian wife was confined to her
quarters when men guests were present

Hetaera: man’s legal mistress in
- ancient Greece

Veil: worn publicly by married women
in Greco-Roman times and most other
ancient societies

Patria potestas: father’s absolute
power over family members

Manus: Roman hushand’s absolute
power over his wife

Infamia: label for a disobedient
Roman woman

(oemptio: Roman father sells daugh-
ter to her hushand

Adultery: based on woman’s marital
status; a double standard of sexual
behavior

Female babies valued less than male
babies

Infanticide: once widely practiced in
pagan countries; victims are com-
monly female infants

No segregated quarters for wife in her
home; she shared with her husband at
all times

Women (Mary and Martha) hosted
Jesus in their home

No mistresses for men allowed

Veiling of women discontinued after
ninth century

Father possessed no absolute family
power

Husbands and wives: “Submit to one
another out of reverence for Christ”
(Ephesians 5:21)

No cultural label for a disobedient
woman

Father not permitted to sell his
daughter to her husband

Based on marital status of a man or
woman; a single standard of sexual
behavior

Female and male bahies valued equally.

Condemned and outlawed in countries
with Christian influence.
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