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     V1,2...King Herod...73 B.C.- 4 B.C....by 37 B.C., with Rome’s help, he was the undisputed ruler of Judea.  He was wealthy, politically gifted, an excellent administrator, his famine relief was superb, his bldg. Projects were admired even by his foes...but he loved power, taxed people heavily, and in his later years, was given to fits of rage, jealously killed his close associates, his wife & 2 sons.  He treated very ruthlessly, the threat of another king taking his kingship away.
     V1,2....the Magi...Magi is plural for Maggus (it has a very broad meaning), the root word for our word magic.  Magi were ‘court astrologers’ or ‘wise men’.  They were held in high esteem.  Some Magi were charlatans, some were astrologers, some were men of science & learning (Daniel 1:3,417-20) and some were political leaders. Since they came from the ‘East’, they were probably Persians or Babylonians.  Magi often went from one ‘king’s court’ to another ‘king’s court’ to attend and/or announce the birth of a king/prince.  During the years preceding Jesus’ birth, there were numerous struggles between Rome & Persia. Israel was a “buffer” state. One of the duties of the Magi was in selecting the Kings of Persia. Their King was in ill health and old. Herod had been installed as the King of the Jews (though he was only half Jewish). But it was a full 3 years before he could occupy his capital city of Jerusalem as the Persians had driven him out of it earlier.  So he and the rest of Jerusalem was “greatly troubled” when he heard ‘wise men’ announcing the birth of a King of the Jews. Of course they got an audience with Herod as he wanted to find & destroy this “King of the Jews”.

Astrology and astronomy were not separated from each other until about the 1500's.  So, not all astrologers were what we would call astrologers today.  Some were actually more like astronomers.  Let’s be clear.....the Bible condemns astrology (predicting future events by the positions of the stars & planets)...Deut.18:9-14...Isaiah 47:8-15...Jer 10:1,2.......SPECULATION..in Babylonia(east of Israel), there was a sizable & influential  Jewish community still there from Daniel’s day.  Daniel rose up to the #2 position in the country (around 580 B.C.).  Since Daniel was given dreams & visions and the ability to interpret them by God (Dan 2:17-28), its very possible that God could have told Daniel the positions of the stars when the Messiah would be born.  This would explain Matt 2:2.  This is how the ‘star’ could have appeared to them but nobody else 
would have noticed it.  So, these wise men may have been Jewish.  This is the 1st appearance of the ‘star 
of Bethlehem’, but at some point after the Magi were guided to Jerusalem, the star disappeared.
     V3...the Magi had said that they had come to worship the one who was born King of the Jews.  King Lesson  

Herod and the people understood why the Magi came to a country....to celebrate the birth of a king....
thats why King Herod and the people of Jerusalem were ‘disturbed’. They had no idea who this King 
was. Plus, Herod was feeling very threatened and guess what he did when he felt that way?
     
V4-6....Herod called the Jewish religious leaders to find out where this took place....the religious leaders answered but, apparently, couldn’t care less....and this was their own Messiah. Again, they didn’t even 
realize prophecy was being fulfilled-Micah 5:2
One other note....if the Magi weren’t Jewish, how ironic that God used gentiles to announce the 
Messiah’s birth....and if they were Jewish, how ironic that God used them instead of the 
‘religious leaders’.
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V7....proof that the ‘star of Bethlehem’ wasn’t out of the ordinary to the untrained eye.
V8....yeah, right!
V9,10....the star appears a 2nd time.
V11....notice that the Magi came to the ‘child’s house’, not to a baby in a manger.  From the time when they 1st saw the star....they had to prepare for their journey & then make the journey.  All of that took 1-2 years.  We’ll explain how we know this later on in V16-18. This appearance of the ‘star’ was supernatural because it came to rest over the house.

V11....how many wise men were there?  Crime was rampant in the deserts, so generally, caravans consisted of 25-100 people, mostly for protection.  There were 3 gifts, not 3 wise men.  But why these particular gifts?   Because they were extremely valuable while not taking up much room.  They could be traded for cash, food or clothing by Jesus’ parents on their not-yet-announced journey (see V13-15).  Joe was leaving his business and they’d need to re-locate.  The symbolic value of the 3 gifts....gold for royalty, incense for divinity & myrrh for suffering and burial.  God prepared for their need before they even had it.
V12....God’s concern for even the Magi is touching.

     The wisdom of the Magi was not astrological for the following reasons:
1. Planetary configurations can’t foretell the birth of kings/princes.
2. Why would God condemn astrology and then use it in such a positive manner?

     God, apparently purposefully, didn’t tell us that much about the ‘Star of Bethlehem’...only that it was just a sign and a guide to the Magi.  Don’t spend too much speculation on it.  God didn’t count it that important.

     V16-18...Jesus was probably 1.5 years old when the Magi visited Him.  So, to be on the safe side, King Herod killed all of the male boys 2 & under in Bethlehem.  This is known as the ‘slaughter of the innocents’......King Herod thought he was eliminating a potential rival for his throne. He never guessed that he was fulfilling prophecy-Jer 31:15 Judging by the population of Bethlehem, boys under 2 years of age, 
there would have been about 20 or so that were slaughtered.  The Jewish historian, Josephus, doesn’t 
even mention it in his works but he does mention things like Masada, where many more people were 
killed.  Twenty boys wouldn’t have been such a big deal in such violent times.....unless it was your son.  Imagine the havoc this played in each couple’s lives....the law enforcers became the law breakers and Lesson  

there was nothing anybody could do about it.  

     In all, Jesus Christ fulfilled about 365 distinct prophecies about the coming of the Messiah.  Peter 
Stoner, in the book Science Speaks, takes just 48 of those prophecies and mathematically figures out the chances of just one man fulfilling them literally.  There is one chance in 10(157) power.  One chance in 
10(53) power is the mathematical definition of impossibility.
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