 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1             THE ORIGINS OF EASTER
I. The pagan side of Easter...an 8th century scholar, the venerable Bede, says the name ‘Easter’ derives from the Anglo-Saxon goddess of spring, fertility & new life..’Oestre or Estre’. Springtime festivals were common in almost every culture of ancient civilization...and in some of these, many of the rituals were of a sexual nature.

     A. Winters, to ancient people, were very hard. 

     B. Easter Symbols

          1. Rabbits...

          2. Easter eggs.....

          3. Easter parades....

          4. Easter lily’s....

          5. Mardi Gras....

     C. When 2nd century christian missionaries encountered these northern tribes with their pagan celebrations, they converted them to christianity. However, to save lives, the missionaries decided to spread their christian message slowly thru the populations by allowing these festivals to continue but to do so with a ‘christian flavor’. Eventually, all of the carousing and sinful rituals stopped, but the blending of the pagan and christian symbols did not. Hence, we celebrate with the Easter bunny, easter eggs and so on...

