How Christianity Changed the World
Charity and Compassion




     We need to transfer ourselves back to the GRC (Greco-Roman culture).  This will be hard, as we have grown up in a Christian culture (CC).  Human compassion among the ancients was rare.  Plato said that a poor man (usually a slave) who was no longer able to work because of sickness should be left to die.  Roman philosopher Plautus said that “You do a beggar bad service by giving him food and drink; you lose what you give and prolong his life for more misery.”  Remember that Roman spectators took great delight in seeing gladiators mauled or stabbed to death in the arenas; a practice that took place for over 600 years.  In essence, the GRC didn’t see the hungry, sick, dying or slaves as worthy of human assistance.  Remember, slavery had been practiced throughout the world until the influence of Christianity stopped it.  More on this later.  When plagues hit an area, people fled.  Such behavior prompted the Roman emperor Julian to lament that the Christians, whom he detested, showed love and compassion, whereas his pagan countrymen didn’t.  The eastern cultures resembled the GRC in this regard.  In its extreme form, these cultures could easily practice human sacrifice, especially in the land of Canaan.  Into this callous, compassionless culture, Christians entered.  See Matthew 25:35,36,45    John 15:13

1.  Charity to orphans:
Child abandonment was common in the ancient world.  More on this later.  Many parents
died while their children were still young.  The early Roman church wasn’t ‘rich’ 
because they regularly took in abandoned and homeless children into their homes and 
raised them as their own.  This is why they required godparents at each child’s baptism.  
In case they died, the godparents would take over and raise the child themselves. 
Much later, Christians established orphanages for homeless children.  No other culture 
or religion did this.  Christians did this because they saw biblical teachings that said 
every human life was precious in the sight of God.Lesson 2
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2.  Charity to the aged: 
There is no historical evidence of homes for the aged in the years preceding Christianity.  Christians established homes for the aged by the 5th century.  Before that, many Christians took them into their homes and cared for them.  While some cultures did esteem their elders, it didn’t translate into caring for them when they were old, frail and alone.  For example, in the Eskimo culture, many years ago, it was a common practice to let their aged slowly freeze to death…

3. Charity by American volunteer associations: 
In the 1940's, Gunnar Myrday (a foreign observer) noted, “No country has so many cheerful givers as America.”  He attributed this to “influence from the churches.”  The following organizations were largely influenced by Christians and Christian churches:
Fraternal Benefit Societies
Lutheran Brotherhood, Ukrainian National Association, etc.
Service Clubs
Kiwanis, Lions, Optimist, Rotary, etc.Lesson 2

YMCA, YWCA
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4. Child-labor laws:
A major tragedy of the industrial revolution was child-labor exploitation.  People who greatly influenced governments to outlaw child-labor were English Christians like William Wilberforce, Charles Dickens, Thomas Carlyle and Anthony Cooper, aka. Lord Shaftesbury. 
While child labor has been effectively outlawed in “Christian” western countries, it still is widespread in many non-western, non-Christian countries today.  Countries like China, Thailand, Bangladesh, Africa, etc.  In 1997 UNICEF estimated 2-4 million children worked in various sectors of Mexico’s economy; and Mexico is nominally Catholic (obviously, they’re not practicing it!).
People who think that human charity and compassion existed as a result of mere civilization without the impetus and influence of Christianity are just plain misinformed.
George Grant says, “As missionaries circled the globe, they started hospitals, founded orphanages, started rescue missions, opened soup kitchens, incorporated charitable societies and changed laws... they lived as if people mattered.”  Sympathy toward the poor 
is a concept that comes from Christianity; however, the elite and rich in the GRC 
despised them.
Lesson 2
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5. Hospitals and health care:
The GRC had a colossal void when it came to caring for the sick and dying.  Because God loves everyone (John3:16), Christians cannot please God unless they love one another (John 15:12,13).  The early Christians rejected the inhumane treatment of the sick and dying.  They saw each person has having a redeemable soul and so, they needed to nurse and nurture each and every person regardless of the physical condition or social standing.  Saving physically frail people was an affront to the GRC.  It violated their cultural norms.  Seneca, 1st century Roman philosopher, said, “We drown children who at birth are weakly and abnormal.”  
     While Greeks and Romans (and others) had doctors, they were only for the elite and rich (and sometimes, soldiers).  Doctors and hospitals for everyone else did not exist until Christians established them.  Nearly 400 years after Christians began building hospitals, the 8th century Arabs noticed the humanitarian work of these Christian hospitals and began to build them in their countries.  Almost all of the early American hospitals were started by Christians or churches.  This is still true in countries like India today…
     Nursing as a profession was started by Florence Nightingale, a Christian who was 
greatly influenced earlier by a Christian doctor and his nurse.
     The Red Cross (and the Red Crescent, the Muslim part of the Red Cross) was 
started by Jean Henri Durant who said at the end of his life, “I am a disciple of Christ 
as in the 1st century, and nothing more.”Lesson 2

     It is an astonishing mystery that the Greeks and Romans, who built large temples 
in honor of their gods and goddesses, fashioned statues of all sorts, wrote a wide 
variety of literature, built big arenas, built aqueducts and great roads, and NEVER built 
any hospitals for the regular people.  The American church historian Philip Schaff said, 
“The old Roman world was a world without charity.”
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1. American Liberty:
We’ll just focus on American liberty because it’s been so misunderstood and we only have limited time today…
From the US Supreme Court ‘Holy Trinity’ case in 1892:
              “This is true.  From the discovery of this continent to the present hour...
           These and many other matters... add a volume of unofficial declarations to the 
                       mass of organic utterances that this is a Christian nation.”

Pass out pages of our Founding Fathers achievements showing their Christian nature.
Pass out table of most cited thinkers who influenced our Founding Fathers.
For example, Montesquieu’s ‘separation of powers (checks and balances)’ theory is rooted in Jeremiah 17:9 that man naturally tends toward corruption and cannot be trusted with too much power.
Note: some people have said that the Constitution doesn’t mention God at all...
The Constitution is like an owner’s manual; it tells you how to operate government 
(the by-laws).  The Declaration of Independence gives the reasoning for that freedom 
(the articles of incorporation).  It’s in the Declaration where the Christian influence is 
most directly seen.  The Declaration is THE foundational document of our Republic; 
not the Constitution…Lesson 2
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1. American Liberty (continued):
Our founders believed that Christianity produced the public morality without which civil government would not long survive.  On this basis, they neither created nor tolerated 
anything that would have diminished Christianity’s effects on the people.  
The entire purpose of the 1st Amendment means this.  It also meant to prevent us from becoming like England, which had a national denomination.  States were free to have their own state-supported religions but the federal government wasn’t.  John Adams, a signer of the Declaration of Independence, and 2nd President of the U.S. saw the American Government as “grounded on reason, morality and the Christian religion.”
To skeptics of Christianity’s rightful influence on our government, please answer this question:  
Where does one find the greatest amount of religious freedom?  Is it in Western countries where Christianity has had its greatest and longest influence or is it in countries where Christianity has had little or no influence?
Alexis de Tocqueville (the Frenchman who wrote ‘Democracy in America’ in 1831) 
said “Americans combine the notions of Christianity and liberty so intimately that 
it is impossible for them to conceive of one without the other.”
Lesson 2

Suggested reading:

‘Original Intent’ by David Barton ~ very detailed and heavily footnoted…
Suggested website:  www.wallbuilders.com
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2. The American Philosophy of Government:
The Declaration of Independence was written in 1776 and the US Constitution was written in the late 1780's.  Below is a table of where the founding fathers quoted from in writing these documents.
Most cited sources:
Category:            1770's:    1780's:
Bible                      44%         34%
Enlightenment     18%        24%
Whig                      20%        19%
Common-Law         4%          9%
Classical                11%        10%
Other                       3%          4%
Total                   100%      100%
Even the Enlightenment quotes are from the more Christian-based thinkers like Montesquieu, Blackstone, Locke, Puffendorf, etc. – with the remainder coming from the more radical thinkers like Voltaire, Rousseau, Diderot, etc.
Most cited thinkers:
Name:                 1770's:    1780's:Lesson 2

Montesquieu       7%           14%
Blackstone            3%             7%
Locke                     7%             1%
Hume                     1%            1%
Plutarch                 3%            1%
Beccaria                 1%            3%
Cato                        1%            3%
DeLolme                0%            3%
Puffendorf             0%            1%
(continued next page)
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Montesquieu was a French attorney and author, as well as a Christian, who gave us the “checks and balances” and “separation of powers” concepts that made it into our constitution.  These are based on Jeremiah 17:9 which says that man tends naturally toward corruption… 
Blackstone was an English attorney and author, as well as a Christian, whose ‘Commentaries on the Law’ was a required manual for every American law college for over a century.  His major contribution was in the preamble of our Declaration: “When in the course of human events...” and “the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God...”  He clearly identified his use of 
“the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God” as being the God of the Bible.
While Locke may not have been an evangelical Christian, he drew heavily from the Bible in developing his political theories.  In his first treatise on government, he cited the Bible 1,349 times; in his second treatise, he cited it 157 times.  Not surprising Locke was a theologian whose two major books were ‘The Reasonableness of Christianity’ (1696) and 
‘A Vindication of the Reasonableness of Christianity’ (1697).
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3. Labor and Economic Freedom:
GRC had an extremely low view of physical labor, namely that it was suitable only for slaves and the lower classes.  At one time, Athens had five times as many slaves as citizens.  The Roman philosopher Cicero said: “...vulgar are the means of livelihood of all hired workers whom we pay for mere manual labor...”
Christians assigned work honor and dignity for 3 reasons:
1.  Jesus was a carpenter, a lowly profession.
2.  Paul earned a living from a trade, tent-making.
3.  They believed 2nd Thessalonians 3:10, Luke 10:7
Hence, Christians saw work as a “calling” that was under the Lordship of Christ...
Colossians 3:17,23, 24

This view of work being honorable set them apart from the prevailing view but it also earned them derision because they prospered economically as a result of their strong work ethic.
In today’s world, it is simply assumed that all workers deserve a fair wage for the work that they perform.  Until the Judeo-Christian view of work came to be, this wasn’t 
true at all, as the majority of residents worked as slaves.  As a result, there wasn’t 
much of a middle-class in the GRC.  The middle-class arose due to the Christian 
work ethic, especially the Puritan work ethic in the 1600's.  The Christian work ethic 
has been rightly credited with greatly reducing poverty and its by-product, disease.Lesson 2


As an example, after WWII, Japan intentionally adopted Western economic and 
industrial values that were largely the product of the Christian work ethic.  Once 
the effects of a cause have become operative, they can be utilized apart from the
original cause.
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4. Property Rights and Individual Freedom:
For the most part, private property rights (PPR) for the common man were non-existent 
in the GRC.  PPR are vital to people’s freedom.  The two cannot be separated.  Where
there are no PPR, there can be no human or civil rights.
Exodus 20:15, 17 “…you shall not steal and you shall not covet...” Both of these 
commandments assume the person has the right and freedom to acquire, retain and sell his property at his discretion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew 20:15 also supports this.  Jesus only spoke against the over-attachment to material things; never to their exclusion.

Capitalism (or more accurately, free markets or free enterprise) is a by-product of Christianity’s value of spiritual freedom applied to economic life and activities.  
In countries where the free market is not permitted to operate, the gap between rich and 
poor is the widest – exactly the opposite of what we currently hear.  Because 
of man’s fallen nature, we may need to place some barriers on this system, 
but not too many.   (give example of the old Standard Oil corporation or 
tax deductions for charitable contributions}.Lesson 2

Is it coincidence that the greatest amount of freedom and economic prosperity 
exist in countries where Christianity has had a dominant presence?  
As Rabbi Daniel Lapin said, “It’s no accident that a capital market has never 
arisen indigenously in any non-Christian country.”
By giving dignity to work and accenting the spirit of individual freedom, 
Christianity has produced profound economic effects…
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