 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1    Tough Questions about the Bible
                   How we got the NT con’t:

     While several centuries went by before the New Testament was formally ratified, the Holy Spirit had ratified it in people’s hearts & lives long before.  Ponder the following points:

     1.  Communication & transportation was very poor in those days.  Acceptance of anything                   took time, especially over large distances like the whole Roman Empire.

     2.  The Church was being discriminated against, persecuted and killed.  This wasn’t as much of a priority.

     3.  There wasn’t any widespread need to do this until heretics challenged it.

     After Christianity had become “tolerated” by the Roman Emperor Constantine in the early
 300's AD, some heresies became much more prominent.  Then, it was dealt with.  It didn’t take 
long at all to ratify what the Holy Spirit had already been doing in the churches.  Our present 
Bible was ratified at the church council of Hippo (393 AD) and again at the church council of 
Carthage ( 397 AD).  It is important to point out that the 4th century believers or Constantine 
did not choose what got into the Bible, they didn’t create the Bible  They merely ratified what 
the Holy Spirit had already done.  The Church merely “discovered” or “recognized” what the 
Holy Spirit had already done.
           How do we know the Bible is accurate?


1.  Bibliographical test....how do we know its been translated accurately over the years?
     A.  Compare Bible manuscripts from 200 AD & 1600 AD...virtually identical.  This can be 
           said of no other book of antiquity.  See the 3 graphs.                                                                                                          
2.  Internal test....did what’s written about really happen?
     A.  Despite the popular rumor, there are no mistakes in the Bible.

     B.  Disciples couldn’t afford to risk inaccuracies which would at once be exposed by people 
           only too glad to do so, specifically the Jews.                                              
     C.  Disciples appealed to common events that the average person knew of..ex: Matthew 3–

           the desert of Judea & John the Baptist.                                   
3.  External test....does other historical material agree or disagree with the Bible?
     A.  Archaeology confirms the Bible.  The late, renowned archaeologist, Nelson Glueck, said 

           that no archaeological discovery has ever disagreed with the Bible.  Some archaeologists 

           have used the Bible to uncover whole nations & people groups.  Many times the Bible has 

           filled in historical gaps that have added immeasurably to our knowledge of historical  
           backgrounds.  This can be said of no other book of antiquity.

     B.  Josephus - 1st century historian confirms many things in the Bible.

     C.  Many of the early church fathers were excellent historians.  Eusebius....also Luke 1:1-4

