 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1        The Problem of Evil
Consider these points;

1) Some ______________ is brought on by our own free choice.  The choice to abuse my body can result in sickness.  The choice to choose a certain job can result in working long hours or not making much financially.

2) Some suffering can be brought on indirectly by free choice.  ________________ can result in poverty.

3) Some __________ to others can result from free choice, as in child or spousal abuse.

4) Others suffer __________________ because of our free choice.  Alcoholism can lead to poverty of one’s children.

5) Some ______________ evil may be a necessary byproduct of a good process.  Rain, hot air & cool air are all necessary for food & life but a byproduct of these forces is a tornado.  Water is necessary for life but you can drown in it.

6) Some physical evil may be a ______________ condition for attaining a greater moral good.  God uses pain to get our attention.  Many have progressed morally & spiritually & have come to God thru suffering.  Diamonds are formed under pressure, so is character.

How would you respond to this argument?.....

     1.  God knows everything.

     2.  God knew evil would occur when He created the world.

     3.  God had other non-evil possibilities.  He could have ;

          A.  Not created anything

          B.  Created a world without free creatures

          C.  Created free creatures that would not sin

          D.  Created free creatures who would sin but would all be saved in the end

     4.  Hence, God could have created a world that did not need evil or hell.

Let’s study each of these possibilities:  #1 & #2 are true….
3A): This _____________ assumes that ______________ is better than something.
3B):  There cannot be a morally good world if people don’t have _______ ________.
3C):  It’s hard to call a choice free when there is no ________________.
3D):  This assumes that God can manipulate us to choose ___________.
                  Why then did God create this particular world?

This is not the best conceivable world, but it is the best way to the best ________________ world. 
 The ultimate goal of a perfect world with __________ people will have been achieved, but the way to get there requires that those who abuse their freedom be separated from those who didn(t.
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                          This means that some people will choose voluntarily to go to Hell.

                         C.S. Lewis has said that hell is a room that is locked from the inside.

                          People in hell do NOT want to get out. They do NOT want to be in 
                                                                God’s presence ever.

                           So an all powerful God will separate good people from evil ones 
                                          according to what those people freely choose.

                         Those who desire the good but are hindered by evil will no longer 
                                              have their good intentions frustrated.

                           Those who desire to do evil but are hindered by the good will no 
                                                       longer be nagged by the good.

                             Each person, whether in heaven or hell, will be there according 
                                                              to their own free choice.

                          There are people who will say to God, “Your will be done”. These 
                           people will be in heaven.  There will be people that God will say,
                                        “Your will be done”. These people will be in hell.
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                                 A world in which some people choose hell is not the best 
                              conceivable world, but it is the best achievable world if free
                                                             will is to be maintained.
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