 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1                       THE ORIGINS OF EASTER
2. The Christian side

     A. The Jewish passover........ Read Exodus 12:1-13, 24-42. The 10th plague was when the ‘death spirit’ would come into every house and kill the eldest child of each family. The Jews were to stay in their houses that night and do certain things so that the ‘death angel’ would ‘passover’ their house and not enter it. This was the start of what has become known as the Jewish Passover. The next day, Pharoah let the Jews go. They left Egypt and returned to the land of Canaan, the promised land. Every year, Jewish families celebrate the Passover...a time when God set them free from slavery. The Jewish Passover meal has many symbolic things that we, as Christians, would understand but that they, as Jews, do not fully comprehend. Some of those things are:

          1. the Passover lamb...the substitutionary death of this lamb brought forgiveness to the                       Jews by protecting them from the wrath of the Almighty. The lambs blood washed them                 clean of Egypt’s contamination. Jesus was called the perfect  lamb of God. His death                      brings us forgiveness and protects us from the wrath of the Almighty. His blood washes                  us clean from the effects of sin.

          2. The blood on the doorposts....See John 10:9 Jesus is the door. What motion did the Jews                trace out when putting the blood on the doorposts?

          3. 3 pieces of matzo bread (symbolic of Father, Son & Holy Spirit)...they would break the                  middle piece (Jesus), eat part of it (take and eat, for this is my body, broken for you) and                take the other part , wrap it in white linen (Jesus’ burial clothes) and hide it (His body                     buried in the tomb) . For dessert, they would find it, unwrap it( the resurrection), rejoice                 and eat it.

          4. There are many, many more identifying things about this passover meal that are so                          totally point to Jesus Christ, its uncanny. If you ever have a chance to go to a Messianic                  Passover Seder meal, go! See 1Cor 5:7,8

          5. The ‘Last Supper’ of Christ was a Passover Seder meal. At this meal, Christ gave a new                 meaning for the bread and wine. This is where we get ‘communion’ from. See Luke                        22:14-21.

