                      How we got the Bible
The Bible is a total of 66 books written over 1,600 years by more than 40 different authors, most of whom didn’t even know each other.  Yet its story is seamless from start to finish.  Genesis is Paradise Lost….Revelation is Paradise Regained.
Canon is a Greek word that means “measuring rod”.  Canonization is how the books of the Bible were selected to be in the Bible.

The 1st 5 books were written by Moses (except Deut 34 which was written by Moses’ scribe).  The people of Israel recognized him as a prophet of God, so anything he wrote, the people assumed, came from God.  The same was true for his successor, Joshua.  After that, the Israelite people used 6 different tests to determine if a message was from God (we’ll study these soon), but the main one was “Is the writer a prophet from God?”  If he was, then anything he wrote was considered to have come from God also.

See the 2 page chart on OT books.
There are 3 steps to Canonization:

1. Inspiration by God…this is when God inspires certain people to write something.

2. Recognition by people of God.  Once God inspired someone to write a ‘book’, 
men of God recognized it as a prophetic utterance from God.  This recognition 
immediately followed a message’s publication.  There is no evidence that any 
particular book of the Bible existed among the ancient Jews for many years before 
it was recognized  as canonical.

A. Moses’ writings were received immediately in his day…Deut 31:26

B. Joshua’s book was immediately added to the canon….Joshua 24:26

C. Paul’s books were immediately recognized….2Peter 3:15,16

D. As we’re studying the NT, we’ll see what specific steps people took to 
recognize if a book was from God.

            The fact that a book had been accepted hundreds of years earlier didn’t guarantee  

            That someone in succeeding generations would never raise questions about it,

            since they didn’t have access to the original evidence of its prophetic credentials. 

            This happened with Esther, whose author is unknown to subsequent generations.                                                                         
3. Collection & preservation by the people of God.  Once they recognized it was 
from God, ancient Jews went to great lengths to collect & preserve it….I mean 
incredibly GREAT lengths.

The OT canon was in existence by about 400 BC.  So inspiration produced the 
canonical books and recognition & collection preserved them.  See the charts on this.
