Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit....

                                                            Matthew 28:19 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
          Baptism



The Greek root word, baptizein, means to plunge, immerse or sink.
Water purification rituals were very common among ancient Egyptians, Mesopotamians, Greeks, Hittites & Hebrews.  Mostly these would involve hand or foot washings.

Lesson
Jews practiced a special kind of once-for-all whole body water cleansing that was administered only to Gentiles who wanted to convert to Judaism.  This, together with male circumcision, was necessary to be fully converted to Judaism.

John the Baptist took this and demanded everyone (Jew or gentile) be baptized to get ready for the coming kingdom.  He completely left out circumcision.  The Jewish leaders were offended because:

     1.  John was not ‘refined’...Matt 3:4

     2.  They saw no need to be baptized as they were already of the ‘chosen’ race.

     3.  John didn’t preach circumcision also.

     4.  John insulted them....Matt 3:7-12

Baptism is like a wedding ring....it is a symbol that you are married (or believe in Christ, have become a believer).  But a symbol is not the substance.  Being baptized doesn’t make you a Christian anymore than wearing a ring on your 3rd finger makes you married.
                           FAQ’s:


1.  What is baptism signifying?  Romans 6:1-14....when we go under the water, we are dying to our old way of life, our sins, our independence from God.  We have been crucified with Christ.  The water is symbolic of God, the Holy Spirit cleansing us.....Titus 3:4-7.  When we arise out of the water, we are arising to a new life in Christ, having been cleansed & indwelt with Him.  We are being resurrected with Christ.  We have now been crucified & resurrected spiritually.

